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O U R  M I S S I O N

Goodness Village provides affordable apartment
living to patients and their families receiving

medical treatment in Little Rock, AR. 

“I was blown away by the generosity and kindness of
everyone. It made the situation almost stress free.
The apartment was a considerable savings over a
hotel stay. I just can’t say enough about our
experience with Goodness Village.” 

- Marico Early, 
Goodness Village Guest



 As her
mother underwent treatment for
multiple myeloma, Carolyn met
families who traveled long distances
in search of treatment, only to
discover they had nowhere to stay.
Some could manage a hotel. Many
could not. They slept in cars or on
waiting room chairs, determined to
remain close to the people they loved.

Carolyn responded by signing a lease
on a small apartment for a family
from Maine who had come to Little
Rock for cancer treatment. Then she
reached out to friends and her church
community, inviting others to help.

one that would grow into
Goodness Village.
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For 25 years, Goodness Village operated
as a church ministry, quietly supporting
families in crisis. 

reflecting both growth and long-term
commitment to service. What started as
a volunteer-led effort is now a dedicated
organization with a growing staff, more
than 30 core volunteers, and countless
community partners who make the
work possible.

Today, Goodness Village provides 26 fully
furnished apartments, safe, welcoming
homes where patients and families can
stay together during medical treatment.
As we reflect on three decades of
service, we are also looking ahead. 

 and to expand comfort,
care, and community for years to come.
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With a grateful heart...
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Ben Parkinson, Board Chair 

2025 was a meaningful year at Goodness Village

as we celebrated 30 years of serving families.

For three decades, we have provided a place of

rest and recovery for families receiving medical

care far from home. Here are just a few

highlights from an amazing year. 

Together, we opened a record four new

apartments to meet the growing need,

bringing our total to 26. 

We also celebrated two special events. Day

of Goodness brought our community

together to serve, volunteer, and experience

our mission firsthand, while Evening of

Goodness helped raise vital support to care

for families all year long. 

We are also deeply thankful for a donor close to

our hearts who made an investment in our

future by starting an endowment that we will

continue to grow in 2026. None of this would be

possible without you. It truly takes a village, and

we are grateful you are part of ours.
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To steward resources well, our team includes a mix of full-time,
part-time, and contract staff.

Kim Burket, Executive Director 

Anabelly Bautista, Cleaning Specialist

Liz Boyce, Accounting Manager  

Lizzy Couch, Office Administrator 

Jamie Deason, Director of Marketing & Development 

Christy Dunstan, Community Outreach Coordinator 

Sarah Epperson, Communications Manager 

Krissi Fry, Director of Operations 

Sharon Graves, Apartment Care Assistant 

Jen Holman, Grants Manager 

*Lori Lahodny, Apartment Care Team 

Carol Wallace, Patient Navigator 

Suzanne Waters, Volunteer Manager 

Janet Webb, Apartment Care Manager

*not pictured
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There are moments in life when everything changes in a single
breath. For Lura and Blake Clayton, it happened on Sept. 13th, when
Lura was 33-weeks pregnant with their second child, a little girl they
had already named Sloane.

Lura had always wanted to be a mother, but becoming one had
come with high stakes. After experiencing a placental abruption at
36-weeks with her first baby, Vivian, and undergoing a dangerous
emergency delivery, she wasn’t sure she could face something like
that again. A couple of years passed. Life steadied. And slowly, Lura
felt something new growing in her heart, a quiet nudge that
surprised her. She and Blake prayed about it and felt led by God to
try again.

A PLACE TO BREATHE WHEN
EVERYTHING ELSE FALLS APART

When they learned they were pregnant with Sloane, joy
mixed with caution. At the 20-week anatomy scan, doctors
discovered that Sloane had a heart condition called a
vascular ring.

Lura explains it simply: Sloane’s heart was positioned
differently than most. Instead of the aortic arch being left-
sided, hers was right-sided. It still functioned, but it caused
blood vessels to form a ring around her airway. It was scary—
but doctors believed it was manageable.

Lura carried on, hopeful and watchful, trusting that they were being
guided forward. Then, in the early morning hours of Sept. 13th, Lura
stopped feeling Sloane move. Her instincts told her something wasn’t
right. A late-night trip to the hospital quickly turned into an unexpected
delivery. At thirty-three weeks, Sloane was born early, tiny, fragile, and
surrounded by doctors.

Soon after her birth, doctors discovered something no one had anticipated.
Sloane’s esophagus was not connected to her stomach. Within hours,
Sloane was placed on Angel One and flown to Arkansas Children’s Hospital
in Little Rock, with Blake by her side. Lura, recovering from her own
surgery, had to stay behind and wait to be discharged.



At just three days old, Sloane underwent
major surgery. And she fought.

Since that day, Sloane has faced one
challenge after another in the NICU. Each
decision felt heavy. Each update carried
weight. Lura lived in a constant state of fight
or flight, always thinking, planning, worrying,
choosing.

That’s when Goodness Village made a
difference in ways that went far beyond
logistics. Because in the middle of endless
decisions, one thing was suddenly decided.
Lura didn’t have to worry about where her
family would sleep.

About a month into their stay at Arkansas
Children’s, Blake and big sister Vivian
returned home to Rogers to keep life steady
there. But Lura stayed behind. “I couldn’t
leave her.”

In that moment, Lura learned what it meant
to hold her heart in two places – one with the
child who needed her at home, and one
beside another child in a tiny hospital bed far
away.

Instead of an expensive hotel or a crowded
hospital family room, Lura had a quiet
apartment just minutes from the hospital. A
place where she could step out of the noise
and alarms. A place where she could
decompress, take a breath, and let her body
rest from the constant urgency.

At her Goodness Village apartment, she could
cook a meal, do laundry, take a shower, and
sit in silence. She could drink her coffee, read
her Bible, and prepare herself to walk back
into the hospital each day.

Goodness Village gave Lura something she
desperately needed: a place to breathe when
everything else fell apart.

Being close to the hospital still mattered.
Accessibility meant she could be present for
rounds, respond quickly when things
changed, and advocate for Sloane without
distance becoming another barrier. And
having a safe, steady place away from the
hospital made it possible to keep going.

In a season filled with uncertainty, Goodness
Village became the one constant, the place
that didn’t change when everything else did.
Sloane’s journey is not finished. Her story is
still being written. There’s a photo of her with
her arms raised, fists in the air. A tiny
reminder of the strength she’s shown from
the very beginning.

The Claytons will always remember that
during the hardest season of their lives, when
fear and faith lived side by side, there was a
village ready to hold them up.

Because sometimes, what families need most
isn’t just medical care.

They need to stay close.
They need the comfort of community.
They need a place to breathe.
And that place is Goodness Village.

There was a village ready to hold them up.



Evening of Goodness
DAY OF GOODNESS &

apartment toursapartment tours
100+

274
evening attendeesevening attendees

123

community partnerscommunity partners
56

The Day of Goodness brought together
volunteers, partners, and friends for a
meaningful day of service and
celebration. Volunteers served at The
Palisades at Chenal in the morning,
followed by an inspiring Evening of
Goodness at Chenal Event Venue
featuring former guest David Gomez and
recognition of this year’s honorees.
We are grateful to everyone who helped
make the day impactful for the families
we serve.

$301,872
including funds matched by

Jamie and Chris Fowler
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volunteers

Village Volunteers are a dedicated group of core volunteers
who are each assigned an apartment and the families
staying there. Through thoughtful service and genuine
connection, they help support families during some of
their most difficult days.



During our 2025 annual event, Evening of
Goodness, we were proud to recognize

 and  as our
 Nancy and Patty

serve as Village Volunteers, a dedicated
group of core volunteers who are each
assigned an apartment and the families
staying there. 

Each week, Nancy and Patty call, text, and
visit with families. They help with practical
needs, like directions to the grocery store,
meal delivery and lending an ear when
families need it most. They also stepped
up to pick up meals donated by Gina’s
Catering, so our freezer stays stocked for
guests to enjoy.

Volunteer Highlight
NANCY JAMES & PATTY SNIDER
NAMED VOLUNTEERS OF THE YEAR

Their kindness shows up in both big and
small ways. When a guest traveling from
South Africa shared that he hoped to try
ribs while he was in town, Nancy and
Patty made it happen by bringing him
some of the best in Little Rock.

We
are honored to celebrate them and the
lasting impact they make on families
every day at Goodness Village.

There are so many people who have to
go through terrible treatment to battle
their diseases. Goodness Village is a
way to minister to them in their time
of distress. If you put yourself in their
shoes, or if you have been there
yourself with a loved one, you know
how much compassion can help
during those times. I feel privileged to
do something small to help ease their
pain.

- Patty Snider 

We have served people and their
families from as far away as South
Africa, and we have served a mother
who was alone with her newborn in the
hospital. It is hard enough to be ill, but
adding a strange town with no help and
no place to stay makes it incredibly
difficult. Goodness Village helps in
these situations by providing a safe
environment and friendly, helpful
people. I feel privileged to add my small
amount of care to these families.

- Nancy James



Central Arkansas Christian School

Champions of Hope

Delta Dental of Arkansas

Delta Kappa Gamma, Beta Lambda Chapter

Entergy Arkansas

Fellowship Bible Church

Geyer Springs Baptist Church

Girl Scout Troop

HALFF

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints

Kingdom Quilters

Little Rock Christian Academy

National Charity League

Pleasant Valley Church of Christ

Pulaski Academy

Pulaski Heights United Methodist Church

Rasco Winter Thomas CPAS

The Anthony School

The Baptist Preparatory School

Young Men's Service League

GROUP
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Individuals $534,474
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$10,899

$35,883
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2024
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-
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$239,380
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Financial Snapshot
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PARTNER 

The saying, “it takes a village,” could not
ring more true than it does at Goodness
Village. For us, it is more than a play on
words. It is our truth. 

Each day, generous donors and volunteers
ensure every guest experiences first-class
hospitality from the moment they arrive.
This year, that generosity led to record-
breaking impact. With the support of
three extraordinary donors, we served
more guests than ever before.

Thanks to the generosity of Sally and Keith
Riggs, Jamie and Chris Fowler, and The
Arkansas Community Health and
Education Foundation, Goodness Village
added four new apartments this year,
bringing our total to 26.

This is what it looks like when a
community comes together to care for
families when they need it most. This is
what it means to live out the words, “it
takes a village.”

“Supporting Goodness Village aligns
seamlessly with our mission by
addressing a critical, often overlooked
determinant of health: safe and
affordable housing during medical
treatment so patients and their
families can focus on what matters
most, healing, hope, and health.” 

-Susan Blair, Arkansas Community
Health and Education Foundation
Chair.

“Sally and I love the mission of
Goodness Village. We feel strongly
about the healing power of keeping a
family together during these
challenging times.” 

-Sally and Keith Riggs

“This is an organization I want to
support so patients and families can
focus on the healing process and not
worry about the financial burden of
housing while receiving their medical
care.”  

-Jamie and Chris Fowler



INDIVIDUALS
Andy Bingham 
Sally and James Britt
Gail Call
Jack & Carolyn Ciak
Debby and Marty Coe
Melanie and Marshall Coffman
Pam and Scott Covington
Ann & August Cutter
Elaine and Scott Desman
Judy and Carey Drummond
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Jamie and Chris Fowler
Cathy Gardner
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Peggy and Tom Van Meer
Ashley and Chris Wadsworth
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IN-KIND
BSR Reit
Chick-fil-A Cantrell Road
Cranford Co.
Garver
Gina’s Catering
Kingdom Quilters
MyStorage.com
Nothing Bundt Cakes
Potbelly Sandwich Shop
Stacy Peters
U.S. Pizza Co - Chenal
Z-Axis Creative

BUSINESSES
Arkansas Apartment Association
Baptist Health
Collegiate Tennis Challenge
Community Fellowship Church
Fellowship Bible Church
Flynco, Inc.
Rogers Family & Occupational Medicine Clinic, Ltd.
St. James United Methodist Church 

GRANTS
Arkansas Cancer Coalition
Arkansas Community Foundation
Arvest Foudation
Entergy Arkansas
Fellowship Bible Church
First Electric Cooperative
Hogan Taylor
Riggs Benevolent Fund
Roy & Christine Sturgis Charitable Trust
Schmieding Foundation
Village Walk for Cancer Research
Walmart Spark Good

GRANTS &

Thank You

Individuals listed contributed
$2,000 or more in 2025. We are
grateful for all of our donors
whose generosity makes our
mission possible.



@goodnessvillage

@goodnessvillage_lr

@goodnessvillage

Don’t miss the goodness!

www.goodnessvillage.org • (501) 530-0095
11610 Pleasant Ridge Road, Suite 103-174 Little Rock, AR 72223

“We wanted a place that we could go back to

that felt like a home. Goodness Village brought

in a Christmas tree and so many little goodies.

We are very appreciative, and it was very

meaningful for us.”

- Brett Hobbs, Goodness Village Guest



www.goodnessvillage.org 

Goodness Village is a 501(C)(3) nonprofit charity 
registered under Tax ID # 84-3284848. 


